CFC FAQs

My husband/wife gives where she works.  Why should we both give?     “It is important for every employed person to do his/her part.  Every worker has a responsibility to help maintain the comprehensive CFC programs that enhance the economic strength of our area which, in turn, support job stability for every wage earner.  CFC can continue to provide needed human care services only if everyone helps.”

Why not just give directly to the charities?   “With CFC…...

#1.  All agencies and federations are carefully screened and meet strict and fair requirements.

#2.  Most people don’t give unless asked.  The CFC is a unified and organized approach.

#3.  Non-designated money is distributed according to the percentage of money designated to the agencies.  Therefore, your designated gift allows your favorite charity to receive a percentage of the undesignated money.”

How are CFC charities accountable to the CFC donors?    “The criteria for eligibility to participate in the CFC are established in the Federal Register.  The national and international charitable agencies are reviewed and approved by OPM; local charitable agencies are approved by the Local Eligibility Committee (LEC) or LFCC.”

Why should I contribute through CFC when I don’t use the services of any of the recipient charities?  

“You, or someone close to you, have most likely come in contact with at least one CFC agency:  

—Swimming at the YMCA

  —CPR classes, disaster services, blood services from the American Red Cross


 —Cancer, heart, blood diseases and other  medical related agencies

—Scouting programs  

 —Hospice care  

 —Services for the elderly and homebound 

—Arts and environmental programs for school   age children          

 —Assisted childcare

and many more programs too numerous to list here.”

Why is charity XYZ in the CFC charity listing but charity HIJ is not?   “All charities listed in this year’s listing applied to the campaign either nationally or locally.  Decisions about eligibility are based on compliance with the following criteria:

1. Valid 501(c)3 status as a not-for-profit voluntary agency

2. Services affecting human health and welfare

3.    An active volunteer Board of Directors
4.    An annual audit available to the public for at least a year prior to this campaign
5. An office or facility open at least 15 hours a week with a dedicated telephone number

6. An annual report and an IRS 990 report available to the public

If your favorite charity is not listed in the charity listing, it may not have applied to the process or was turned down for lack of compliance (determined by your LEC members).  New applicants are warmly welcomed each campaign year, many of which were recommended by fellow federal employees.  If an agency has been denied eligibility, that does not preclude them from applying in the next campaign year if they meet the criteria at that time.”
I can’t afford to give to CFC.
 “I know things are hard for us, think how hard it must be for people who are less fortunate.  For others, it may be an issue of not knowing where their next meal is coming from or how to pay the fuel bills this winter.”





    

 I prefer to give directly to my favorite charity.    “It’s important to support the things we care about. You can still give to your favorite charity through CFC.   Making a contribution allows you to spread your payments out over time.  By giving through CFC, your charity receives a check monthly. This is income they can count on throughout the year and because CFC consolidates all of their pledges, it saves on bookkeeping costs.  Additionally, if you pledge through CFC, your charity receives a portion of the undesignated funds.” 

What is the administrative cost of the Tennessee Valley 
CFC?   “Last year our overhead, which includes administration and fundraising expenses, was 8.1%.  This is small compared to other non-profits.   This means that every pledge dollar goes a long way to helping others.”   


 My taxes already support the poor, so why should I give to CFC?     “With so many people in need, government cannot do it alone. Contributions to charities participating in CFC help to fill the gaps.  Without the help of CFC supported programs, many more people would need public assistance, which could actually drive up your taxes.”


             







                                                           I give at church.  “Giving at church is one way to support something you really care about.  The CFC contains church/faith-based charities that open up other avenues of giving.”                               
                                  

                        

No one ever gave anything to me, so why should I give?  “There are charities out there that are working for you every day and you may not even know it.  And if you ever do need help, there are many that are ready to provide you with assistance.”  





I can’t 
give enough to make a difference.   “Every dollar helps. A small donation goes a long way especially when it is united with thousands of other gifts to make an impact.  You don’t need to give me money right now.  You can donate using payroll deduction and   spread your payments out over the year.  A dollar, $2, or $5 dollars a pay period can go a long way.”   

How do I know my money really gets to the agency I designate?    “By regulations, all designations must be honored.  A yearly audit is performed to verify this.  In addition, you can request to be acknowledged for your pledge by your designated charity.”
What is the relationship between the Tennessee Valley CFC and United Way?  Isn’t CFC and United Way the same campaign?    “CFC needs a professional organization to plan, promote and carry out its goals.  CFC regulations require that every local campaign be managed by a non-profit agency via contract.  United Way of Madison County applies to the Tennessee Valley CFC to serve as the Principal Combined Fund Organizer (PCFO).  United Way receives reimbursements for approved CFC expenditures through the annual budget   approved by the LFCC.  United Way and its               collaborative partners must also apply   independently to participate in the campaign and is eligible to receive donations.”   




There is a CFC agency that I don’t like.  I will have nothing to do with CFC because of this.  
     “CFC has established guidelines to ensure that member organizations are serving needs, are financially responsible, and are operated by a Board of Directors.  The entire spectrum of organizations is represented because of the varied interest of the Federal workforce.  CFC does not make political judgments of the worth of a particular organization.  By designating where your funds go, you can be assured that only the charity of your choice receives your donation. Remember, many organizations are in need of your contribution, and your lack of participation in the CFC makes it more difficult to provide the needed help.”
